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SUBJECT: CERP 0002: CUBAN EXPERTS ESTIMATE $18.5 MILLION 
RICE POTENTIAL IN JAMAICA 

SANTO DOMINGO FOR AGATT 

REF: KINGSTON A 2, JAN 8 

1. JANUARY 21 PRESS ARTICLES HIGHLIGHTED TWO- WEEK VISIT BY 
CUBAN EXPERTS WHO WERE INVITED BY GOJ'S AGRICULTURAL DEVELOP- 
MENT CORPORATION TO STUDY JAMAICAN RICE INDUSTRY. ON JANUARY 
19, CUBAN TEAM SUBMITTED DETAILED REPORT TO ADC AFTER 
INTENSIVE SURVEY 18,000 ACRES OF JAMAICAN RICELANDS. FINDINGS 
AS FOLLOWS: 

A) 14,000 ACRES IN UPPER MORASS CAN FORM NUCLEUS JAMAICAN 
RICE INDUSTRY WITH POTENTIAL OF JS18.5 MILLION PER YEAR AND 
"PROPEL THE NATION TO MATCHITS OVERSEAS CGDPETITORS ". 

30,000 ACRES POTENTIAL RICE LAND HAD BENN IDENTIFIED OF 
WHICH 80 PERCENT WAS CONSIDERED SUITABLE FOR RICE GROWING 
ONLY. MAJORITY OF THIS ACREAGE WILL SUPPORT TWO CROPS PER 
YEAR. THEREFORE WITH AVERAGE 1.6 CROPS/YEAR AND MINIMUM YIELD 
1.2 TONS/ACRE, ANNUAL YIELD ABOUT 58,000 TONS OF WET PADDY OR 
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30,500 TONS POLISHED RICE PER YEAR COULD BE EXPECTED. AT 
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PRESENT PRICES, A DEVELOPED JAMIANCA RICE INDUSTRY USING 

30.000 ACRES WOULD HAVE VALUE OE IS 17 MILLION POLISHED RICE; 

J$1 1/2 MILLION IN BY-PRODUCT EOR ANIMAL PEED USE: AND 

J$1 MILLION IN BROKEN RICE EOR USE IN BEER PRPDUCTION 

B) ESTIMATED GROSS POTENTIAL JAMAICAN RICE INDUSTRY WAS 

85.000 ACRES 

C) VIABLE RICE INDUSTRY IN JAMAICA MUST USE LARGE TRACTS AS 
EXISTS IN UPPER MORASS RATHER THAN "LITTLE POCKETS OP PARMLAND" 
AS BASIC UNITS. UPPER MORASS REGION OPFERS LEVEL LAND, ABUNDANT 
WATER AND TEMPERATURES VERY CLOSE TO OPTIMUM EOR RICE 
PRODUCTION 

D) RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. LANDS SPECIFICALLY DEDICATED TO RICE CULITIVATION 
MUST BE DEPINED 

2. NECESSARY DEVELOP IRRIGATION/WATER CONTROL AND BODY 
OP TECHNICIANS IN UPPER MORASS SPECIALIZED IN CULTIVATION, 
WEED/DISEASE CONTRL AND MECHANIZATION 

3. ADC SHOULD DEVELOP INPRASTRUCTURE ACCESS ROADS AND 
AIRSTRIP FOR FERTILIZER PLANES. 

4. CUBANS CONSIDERED ADC PARM AT AMITY HALL TO BE 
IDEAL PACILITY EOR DEVELOPMENT OP SEED RICE PRODUCTION 

EOR WHOLE ISLAND AND RECOMMENDED ITS PRESENT RICE GROWING 
ACREAGE BE INCREASED TO 2,000 ACRES. SEED CERTIPICATION SHOULD 
BE VITAL PART OP PROGRAM, SINCE POOR SEED COULD REDUCE YIELD 
BY 40 PERCENT AND "COMPROMISE FUTURE OF INDUSTRY". 

2. ARTICLES NOTED THAT CUBAN RICE FIELDS PRODUCED 

130.000 TONS WHITE RICE IN 1974-5. 

3. MEMBERS CUBAN TEAM WERE DIRECTOR GENERAL EOR THE 
NATIONAL DIRECTION OF RICE INRA (MINISTRY OP AGRICULTURE) 

IN CUBA, SENOR LUCAS COLOM ALEMANY; DIRECTOR OP THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF SEED RICE PRODUCTION AND CERTIFICATION, 
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SENOR GOGRE HORSFORD LUNDEM: AND CUBAN DIRECTOR OF PEST CON- 
TROL AND RICE PLANT PROTECTION, SNEOR ALPREDO GUTIERREZ YANIS. 

COMMENT: CUBAN VISIT UNDERLINES IMPORTANCE AT ADC 
ATTACHES TO JAMAICA'S DESIRE TO BECOME SELP SUPPICIENT 
IN RICE PRODUCTION. GERARD 
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